
We are a people of faith, 
called by Christ to share 
God's Good News in 
today's active world. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk Rev. Jessica Wietzke, Pastor 

  January 2020 
    Grimes First Presbyterian Church                       

Presbits 

As a new year is about to greet us, another year also passes.  I am filled with joy and 
gratitude for our time together this past year.  And I look forward to new  
opportunities to serve Jesus Christ together.  This poem is written by Francis  
Brienen of the United Kingdom and was passed on from a dear friend.  I hope that 
it will bless you as it has blessed me.  
  

“God of all time, who makes all things new, 
we bring before the year now ending. 
For life full and good 

for opportunities recognized and taken, 
for love known and shared. 
  

Where we have fallen short, forgive us. 
When we worry over what is past, free us. 
  

As we begin again and take our first steps into the New Year, 
where nothing is safe and certain, except You, 
we ask for the courage of the wise men 

who simply went and followed a star. 
We ask for their wisdom, 
in choosing to pursue the deepest truth, 
not knowing where they would be led. 
  

In the year to come, God of all time, 
be our help and company. 
Hold our hands as we journey onwards 

and may your dream of shalom, where all will be at peace, 
be our guiding star.” 

  

Happy New Year! 
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In service to the congregation, we 
ask that compliments, complaints or 
concerns please be directed to the 
appropriate committee chairperson 
as a first step. 
                       We are sincerely,  
                     Your Church Session 

Nurture:  Kristy Klyn(chair) 
Bev Boyd, Gwyn Heston, 
Melodee Grefe, Ellen Workman 

(Christian Ed, Christian Nurture, 
Missions & Evangelism) 
Operations:  Melodee Grefe
(chair) 

Buildings & Grounds , Stewardship 
& Finance, Technology, Memorial) 

Witness:  Carl Wong(chair), 
Ellen Workman 

(Worship, Technology/Sanctuary 
Support, Communication, 
Nominating) 

Please join us on Sundays  
9:15am Worship 

(an unstaffed nursery is available) 

10:15am – Fellowship/Coffee 

 

Pastor - Jessica Wietzke 

     Email:  pastor@grimes1stpres.org 
 

Office Manager – April Beck 

     Email: office@grimes1stpres.org 
 

Clerk of Session – Susan Ballard 

      
 

Financial Sec. – Melodee Grefe 

Custodian – Kyle Rosenberg 

Organist – Colene Townsend 

Pianist – Nancy Mitchell 
 

 

 

Contact Information 

www.grimesfirstpresbyterianchurch.org 

Lord hear our prayer… 

May God take care of us, 
protect us, and bless us.   
If you have someone who 
needs lifted up in prayer, 
please call or email the 
church office.   



The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Grimes, IA, met in Regular Session on 12/10/2019 at 
6:30pm in Fellowship Hall.  Rev. Jessica Wietzke 
opened with prayer and declared a quorum present.  
Here are some highlights. . . 
Personnel Committee:  

 Melodee reported on the salary increases for April and 
Kyle as well as the Christmas bonuses for Colene, Nancy, 
Pastor Jessica, April, Kyle, and Melodee (Financial  

        Secretary).  Melodee declined her bonus. 
 Pastor Jessica’s salary and benefit package was reviewed.  

It will be presented to the congregation along with the 
name of proposed Elders for Session in a meeting to be 
held on December 22nd.  Following a discussion, a motion 
was made to return to a yea/nay vote (versus  

       paper ballot) for the Pastor’s salary and benefit    
       package.  A tie was determined.  The Clerk w ill    
       send out an e-mail for an electronic vote to be made. 
Nurture Committee:   
Christian Ed/Sunday School: 

 Wednesday Warriors:  January 8th, 2020. 
Christian Nurture:  
 Caroling was held on December 8th. 
Missions and Evangelism: 

 Grimes Giving Tree Project:  Forty tags were filled by the 
congregation for children in the Grimes area 

 Operations Christmas Child Project:  Forty-eight (48)  
        boxes were filled.  Donations in the amount of $287 were   
       collected and sent to Samaritan’s Purse/Operation  
        Christmas Child. 
Operations Committee:   
Building and Grounds: 

 Pew Covers:  The wood on the pews will be cleaned on  
        December 17th.  The pew covers will be installed on  
        December 18th. 
 Chair Lift:  Bob Heston is working on repairing the broken 

switch on the chair lift. 
 Furnace:  The fall inspection of the furnace was done by 

Kohles and Bach on Nov. 26th.  The cost was $735.64.   
 Commercial Refrigerator:  A large commercial refrigerator 

was purchased through an online auction by Brent Smith.  
A member of the church anonymously paid for the  

        refrigerator.   
Technology: 
 Bob Heston and Ben Johnston organized the electronics in 

the room behind the organ.  Some items no longer used 
will be sold.  A small, short, heavy duty table that is no  

 A new handheld wireless mic has been purchased.   
Stewardship & Finance: 

 Stewardship:  Twenty-nine (29) pledges have been  
        received for a total of $68,660. 

 Insurance:  There will be approximately a $450 saving on 
the cost and a $60 savings by using a monthly installment 
plan. 

Witness Committee:   

 Communion servers and coffee hosts are lined up through 
the end of December. 

 Jacie will begin checking on Easter lilies at various  
       nurseries.  
NEXT SESSION MEETING: 02/11/2020, 6:30pm 

 DEACON’S  CORNER     A Quick Look At What’s Ahead  

 Jan 1st: Office Closed / New Year’s Day 

 Jan 5th: Installation of new Elders 

           Downing of the Browns 

 Jan 8th: Wednesday Warriors, 6:30pm                 
 Jan 12th: Annual Reports Available 

 Jan 14th: Session Meeting, 6:00pm 

 Jan 19th: Annual Meeting following worship 

 Jan 25th: Story Time, Dog theme 10:00am-    
  11:00am 

 Feb 2nd: Souper Bowl of Caring 

 Feb 5th: Wednesday Warriors, 6:00pm in                 
           Fellowship Hall 
 Feb 9th: Presbytery Meeting in Hartford 

 Feb 11th: Session Meeting, 6:30pm 

 Feb: PW Quilting *Date/Time TBD* 

 Feb: Story time *Date TBD* 

 

 

I just want to extend a huge THANK 
YOU to all who brought me cards, 
treats, gifts and warm wishes this 
Christmas Season!  I am so , SO 
BLESSED to be surrounded by such a 
loving , caring church family and 
friends! Thanks to all so much from the 
bottom of my heart! I hope everyone 
had a blessed and wonderful Christmas!  

April Beck 

           SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

                    February 2nd, 2020 

Our youth will be taking up a collection for 
Souper Bowl of Caring during worship on  
February 2nd. Funds will be given to the 
Grimes Food Pantry.  Please make checks 

 payable to First Presbyterian Church of 
Grimes.  Thank you!  

New Years Greetings 

Happy 2020 

 

May God’s love light your way  
and lead into a New Year 

that shines with his special joy. 
 

We ended our year on a busy note making 
three home visits, three nursing home visits, 
18 Christmas visits delivering Christmas bags 
and cards. 
 

We assisted Pastor Jessica with the  
Kennybrook service and helped with the  
Kennybrook Christmas party. Numerous 
phone calls were made to check on the  
homebound members and finally we delivered 
24 lap blankets to Polk City and Granger 

 nursing homes. (Thank-you Jean Harrell). 
 

On December 10th the annual Deacon report 
was presented to session where the Deacon 
commission was renewed for 2020. Serving as 
Deacons is a gift we receive all year long. 
Thank you! 
 

In closing may this year of new days be filled 
with blessing for you. 
 

The Deacons, 
Susan, Phyllis, Gai, Robbin, Bev, and Bill 
 

Resolution one: 
I will live for God 

Resolution two: 
If no one else does, I still will. 
 

 God - Thanks for the life you give me. 
 Family - Thanks for all your love. 
 Friends - Thanks for your friendship 

And Thanks to those who without  
being family or friends have been a 
blessing to me. 

For the month of January, PW will be  
collecting new Men’s and  Women’s 
socks, underwear, gloves and hats to be 
donated to the Central Iowa Homeless 
Shelter. We will collect all month. You 
can place donated items in the box in 
the hallway on the way to fellowship 
hall. If you are able, please consider 
bringing in items during these cold 
winter months for those less fortunate.  
Thank you!  

Coffee Host sign up sheets are in  
Fellowship Hall for the months January 
- March 2020. Please sign up for any 
date(s) that you are able to fill. We will 
just have lemonade and coffee on the 
dates that there are no one signed up.  
Thanks so much!  

Blessings and gratitude for the many 
cards, gifts, well wishes, and treats for 
Christmas.  I appreciate the Church's gift, 
as well, which I'll spend on books for 
prayer and discernment.  Thank you for 
being the Greatest Gift Ever Given as the 
body of the Christ Child.   

Pastor Jessica  


