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Rev. Jessica Wietzke, Pastor 

First Presbyterian Church of Grimes 

410 SE Third St. 

P.O. Box 289 

Grimes, IA  50111 

We are a people of faith 

called by Christ  

to share  

God’s Good News  

in today’s  

active world. 

Phone: 515-986-3720 

Email:  grimespres@hotmail.com  

www.grimesfirstpresbyterianchurch.org 

Please sign the attendance pads found in the hymnal rack and pass it to those sitting 
near you.  You’re invited to join us for friendship and refreshments in Fellowship Hall 

following Worship. 
Children are welcome in our worship service; however, we do have a nursery available 

for children aged 5 and younger.  If you need assistance, please see an usher. 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 

Our Worship Attendance & Giving 

Attendance:   12/  6  /2015 -  76  Pledges:   $1,076.00     Other Gifts:   $1,169.00 

Attendance:     12/ 13 /2015 - 84  Pledges:   $1,421.00     Other Gifts:   $2,188.00 

 (Figures represent offerings for the regular church budget). 

Church Office Manager:  Erin Schmitz 

Erin’s hours are Tue-Fri. 9am-2pm.  Email:  grimespres1@hotmail.com 

Pastor Jessica’s hours are Mon-Th 9am-3pm.  Email:  grimespres2@hotmail.com 

Today:          9:15am     Worship / Youth Sunday School 

    Congregational meeting following worship 

  10:30am Fellowship Time 

           10:45am Adult Sunday School 

  3:30-5:30pm Fellowship Hall reserved (Grimes Girl Scouts) 

  6:00pm Vespers Service 

Mon.:    6-9pm Fellowship Hall reserved (Grimes Girl Scouts) 

Thurs.:  7:00pm Christmas Eve Service 

Fri.:    Church office is closed - Merry Christmas! 
 

Weekly, Mon-Fri, 9:30am to 1:30pm—Grimes Senior Meal Site is open 

Around Your Church & Community This Week 



We gather to worship God 
THE WELCOME, GREETING, & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Are you visiting us?  We’re glad you’re here!  Please sign in your 
name and address on the attendance pad as it is passed down your pew. 
 

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: People of God, today we hear the song of Zechariah. 
People: The Holy Spirit and joy filled Zechariah, knowing that God’s 
 promises are fulfilled. 
Leader: Because of God’s steadfast love. 
People: When we know God’s love, we can extend it to others. 
Leader: We hope in the One who will come.  We pray for God’s peace to prevail.  Our 
 joy will come with God’s servant.  God’s love never ends.  People of God, 
 remember you are God’s beloved children. 
People: Let us celebrate God’s steadfast love! 
 
*OPENING HYMN “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” . . . . . . Hymn 170 
 

LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE - JOY 

Reader:  Hear these words from the Gospel of Luke:  My soul magnifies the Lord; my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  The Mighty One has done great things.  Holy is God’s 
name! 

(Light the candles of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy.  After the candles are lit, let’s sing the 
following from Angels We Have Heard on High…) 

 Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
 Chorus:  Glo-ri-a in excelsis De-o, Glo-ri-a in excelsis De-o. 

Reader:  We light this candle as a symbol of the joy to be found in your kingdom on 
earth.  We light this candle as a symbol of God’s love for us and our love for one another.  
We light this candle as a symbol of the peace of mind and heart only God can bring.  We 
light this candle as a symbol of the hope we have in the promise of the Lord’s coming.  
For the Lord elevates the lowly, releases the captive, and brings sight to the blind.  We 
rejoice in his justice and mercy, faithful to all generations. 

All:  Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

Reader:  Let us pray: 

All:  God, our light and our salvation, you bring hope and peace to the lowly 
and oppressed.  Let us see the world through your eyes that we may love the 
widow and orphan, that we may work for justice, that our lives may bear 
witness to the good news of the kingdom at hand and that our vocation serve 
to draw people to your salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI - Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

A TIME WITH OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

 

READER’S THEATER  “A People Who Walked in Darkness” 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 
NT: Luke 1: 67-79  (page 198;  large print - page 242) 

 

SERMON  “Zechariah’s Song” 
 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”. . . . Hymn 171 

*Doxology - Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 On this glad new day for all the earth, we are grateful for giving hearts 
made joyful in the gift of your Son.  For you, O God, are generosity itself.  
Bless these gifts we offer to benefit those in need.  Bless our lives in service 
of sharing your love in the world; through Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
(We use the words ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’ in The Lord’s Prayer)  (continued) 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”. . . . Hymn 172 
                  (v. 1-4) 
*BENEDICTION & POSTLUDE 
 

*Please stand if you are able 

Envelopes for the Christmas Joy Offering can be found in the pews. 



Grow your knowledge of God’s word:  This week’s Bible verse 

“The angel said, “Do not be afraid; I bring you good news of great joy 

for all people.”   Luke 2:10 

THANK YOU to everyone who donated items to our holiday mission project.  We filled 
24 shoeboxes for the Central Iowa Homeless Shelter.   These boxes will be given to the 

homeless on Christmas Day. 

 

We also want to give special thanks to everyone who helped organize, fill, and wrap the boxes.  
We had some items left over that we donated to Cross Ministries for their toiletry pantry. 

There will be a Congregational Meeting today, December 20th, for the purpose of 

voting on Elders for 2016, presenting the budget for 2016, and voting on the pastor 

compensation for 2016.   

Everyone is invited to stay after worship for the meeting.  Copies of the budget are 

available on the table at the back of the sanctuary. 

You may notice there are some paintings at the back of the church by the stained glass 

windows.  They were done at our youth Christmas party by Sarina Johnston, Aubree Klug, 

Grace Wengert, Amber Workman, Sophie Young, Pastor Jessica, and Amanda Klug (thanks to 

Amanda for also supplying the paint).  Their task was to depict something about the season or 

Christ.  We hope and pray these help you prepare for the Christ Child before and after worship.  

Artists are invited to pick these up after worship on Dec. 24th or 27th. 

Merry Christmas! 

Thank you for generously sharing your poinsettias with us this Christmas season. 

In loving memory of Beverly Jean Erickson, from Stan Erickson 

In loving memory of John Wietzke, from Roberta & Jessica Wietzke 

In loving memory of Tom Ballard, from Susan Ballard 

In memory of Jon Ballard and Dennis Cuthbertson, from Susan Ballard 

In memory of Tom Ballard, from Lyle & Karen Avey 

In memory of Robert ‘Doc’ Finch, from Billie Finch & family 

In memory of Cap Osborne, from Irene Wheeler 

In memory of Jerry Wheeler, from Irene Wheeler 

In memory of Chuck Clayton, from his wife and family 

In memory of Jodean Rosenberg – wife – mother – grandmother – great-grandmother – 
a friend to many, from Ron Rosenberg & family 

In memory of Tom & Dorothy Sharp, Don Sharp, and Lee Rivers, from Bill & Connie 
Sharp and Joan Rivers 

In memory of Joyce & Dale Ohrtman, Ernestine Wuthrich, and Teri Klyn, from Curt & 
Kristy Klyn 

In memory of Keith & Pauline Wipperman, from Jim & Carol Calvert 

In memory of Gladys Sutton, from Ben & Beth Johnston & family 

In honor of Norma Johnston, from Ben & Beth Johnson & family 

In memory of Phyllis Forneris, Reon & Alice Charter, and Dominick & Frances Forneris, 
from Aldo Forneris 

In loving memory of Raymond and Raedine Urfer, from Darline Urfer and Jerry & 
Sandra Urfer 

In memory of Ben Morin and Jodean Rosenberg, from Keith, Pam, & Michelle Rosenberg 

In memory of Dick Barnes, Arthur & Calista Adams, Lavern Greif, and our niece Somer 
Barnes, from Vern & Bev Adams 

In memory of our parents, Harry & Luella Marlow and Fred & Dorothy McClelland, 
from Don & Robbin McClelland 

In memory of my parents, Ina Mae & Woody Boyd, and my friend, Sheila Holzworth, 
from Bev Boyd 



Today: Sunday, December 20th, 2015: 

    Pastor ~ Rev. Jessica Wietzke 

     Organist ~ Colene Townsend   •   Pianist ~ Nancy Mitchell 

           4th Sunday of Advent Candle Lighters ~ Gai Shields and Brent & Jacie Smith 

               Ushers & Greeters ~  Don & Mary Lou Friar 

     Offering Counters ~ Curt Klyn & Robbin McClelland 

                                 Nursery Attendants ~ None (Christmas weekend) 

               Coffee Hosts ~ Heston Family 

Serving next Sunday, December 27th, 2015:  

    Pastor ~ Rev. Jessica Wietzke 

     Organist ~ Colene Townsend   •   Pianist ~ Nancy Mitchell 

      Ushers & Greeters ~  Susan Ballard & Phyllis Rosenberg 

      Offering Counters ~ Curt Klyn & Robbin McClelland 

                                  Nursery Attendants ~ None (Christmas break) 

                Coffee Hosts ~ Bill & Connie Sharp 
 

 

Offering Counters:    January 3rd & 10th, 2016:  Cyndy Bolsenga & Tom Wengert 

          January 17th & 24th:  Janel DeJoode & Melodee Grefe 

Serving the Lord with Gladness 

 

Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 

Cyndy Bolsenga Melodee Grefe Bev Boyd 

Ben Johnston Curt Klyn Karen Crosby 

Denny Rosenberg Linda Wong Jacie Smith 

Clerk of Session:  Cyndy Bolsenga 

Deacons  

Susan Ballard 

Bev Boyd; Joyce Hart 

Robbin McClelland 

Phyllis Rosenberg 

Gai Shields 

Bill Sharp 

Session Members 

7:00pm 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th:    Ushers & Greeters ~ Susan Ballard & Phyllis Rosenberg 

         Advent Candle Lighters ~ Johnston Family 

The Sunday service audio recordings are now available on the church website: 

www.grimesfirstpresbyterianchurch.org 

Click on the ‘Resources’ tab, and find the service you want under ‘Sermons’. 

Building & Grounds Committee - Jacie Smith 

Christian Education Committee - Ben Johnston 

Christian Nurture Committee - Linda Wong 

Memorial Committee - Curt Klyn 

Missions & Evangelism Committee - Karen Crosby 

Nominating Committee - Melodee Grefe 

Personnel Committee - Bev Boyd 

Stewardship & Finance Committee - Curt Klyn 

Technology Committee - Ben Johnston 

Worship Committee - Cyndy Bolsenga 

In service to the congregation, we ask that compliments, 

complaints or concerns please be directed to the appropriate 

committee chairperson (below) as a first step. 

We Are Sincerely, Your Church Session 

As we come to that time of year where we reflect on the year past and look towards 

2016, we are grateful for the service of the following elders:  Cyndy Bolsenga (who has 

also been the Session Clerk for many years), Karen Crosby, Ben Johnston, and Denny 

Rosenberg.  Well done, good and faithful servants!  We also rejoice that we have all of 

our elders for 2016 by December 1st!  We rejoice and give thanks for Jane Altman, 

Robbin McClelland, Marilyn Whitmore, and Keith Workman.  In Fellowship Hall, like in 

previous years, we will have committees on an easel for you to sign up to serve Christ.  It 

is truly the committees (and really the committee members) of this church, through the 

leadership of our elders, who are the hands and feet of Jesus Christ in serving this body 

and our community.  Every member is called in some way; please prayerfully discern 

where God may be calling you to serve and sign up. 


