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Rev. Jessica Wietzke, Pastor 

First Presbyterian Church of Grimes 

410 SE Third St. 

P.O. Box 289 

Grimes, IA  50111 

We are a people of faith 

called by Christ  

to share  

God’s Good News  

in today’s  

active world. 

Phone: 515-986-3720 

Email:  grimespres@hotmail.com  

www.grimesfirstpresbyterianchurch.org 

Please sign the attendance pads found in the hymnal rack and pass it to those sitting 
near you.  You’re invited to join us for friendship and refreshments in Fellowship Hall 

following Worship. 
Children are welcome in our worship service; however, we do have a nursery available 

for children aged 5 and younger.  If you need assistance, please see an usher. 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 

Our Worship Attendance & Giving 

Attendance:   11/ 29 /2015 -  70  Pledges:   $   576.00     Other Gifts:   $   678.00 

Attendance:     12/  6  /2015 - 76  Pledges:   $1,076.00     Other Gifts:   $1,169.00 

 (Figures represent offerings for the regular church budget). 

Church Office Manager:  Erin Schmitz 

Erin’s hours are Tue-Fri. 9am-2pm.  Email:  grimespres1@hotmail.com 

Pastor Jessica’s hours are Mon-Th 9am-3pm.  Email:  grimespres2@hotmail.com 

Today:          9:15am     Worship / Children’s Christmas Program 

  10:15am Fellowship Time with a Special Visitor! 

           10:45am Adult Sunday School 

   2:00pm Worship @ Kennybrook 

   3:30pm Meet for Christmas Caroling 

Mon.:  6:30pm Book Club @ Gwyn Heston’s home 

Thurs.:  8:30am PW Coffee Club (Grimes Burger King) 

        Noon Senior Lunch @ St. Peter Lutheran Church 

Fri.:    Church office is closed (Erin will be out) 
 

Weekly, Mon-Fri, 9:30am to 1:30pm—Grimes Senior Meal Site is open 

Around Your Church & Community This Week 



We gather to worship God 
THE WELCOME, GREETING, & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Are you visiting us?  We’re glad you’re here!  Please sign in your 
name and address on the attendance pad as it is passed down your pew. 
 

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: People of God, Isaiah and the prophets promised a servant of God who would 
 come to save us. 
People: The Savior will be a light to the nations. 
Leader: People everywhere were eager for the justice he will teach and the joy he will 
 bring. 
People: People everywhere are still eager for the justice he will teach and 
 the joy he will bring.  We will see prison doors opened and people 
 set free. 
Leader: Today we hope in the One who will come. 
People: We pray for God’s peace to prevail.  Our joy will come with God’s 
 servant. 
Leader: People of God, great change lies ahead. 
People: We wait to see it with joy!  
 

*OPENING HYMN “The First Noel” . . . . . . . . . . . Hymn 162 (verses 1 & 2) 
 

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE - LOVE 

(After the candle is lit, let’s sing the following from Angels We Have Heard on High…) 

 Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
 Chorus:  Glo-ri-a in excelsis De-o, Glo-ri-a in excelsis De-o. 

Reader:  Hear these words from the prophet Zephaniah:  For the Lord rejoices over us 
with gladness, and renews us in his love.  He exults over us with singing and turns our 
shame to praise. 

All:  Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

Reader:  Let us pray: 

All:  Merciful God, you come into our midst longing for communion with us, 
becoming one of us.  Break our resistance to life with you, show us the path 
toward just relations, and bring us into your unimaginable peace; in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 

BAPTISM of Grace Jodean Wager 
Presentation 
Profession of Faith using the Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I 
 believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
 by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the 
 living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
 church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Thanksgiving Over the Water 
The Baptism 
Laying On of Hands 
Welcome 
 Pastor:  Grace has been received into the one holy catholic and apostolic church 
 through baptism.  God has made her a member of the household of God, to share 
 with us in the priesthood of Christ.  Let us welcome Grace. 
 All:  With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church to 
 share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM . . . Directors Gwyn Heston & Linda Wong 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 
OT: Zephaniah 3: 14-20 (page 877;  large print - page 1,073) 
NT: Philippians 4: 4-7 (page 198;  large print - page 242) 

 

SERMON  “Receiving the Greatest Gift” 
 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”. . . . Hymn 173 (v. 1 & 4) 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Thanks be to you, our maker of heaven and earth, giver of justice, 
lover of righteousness, hope of the afflicted and friend of the poor.  Your 
faithfulness never fails.  Take and use these gifts we offer to further your 
purpose in the world and to fulfill the promise of the world to come; 
through Christ our Lord we pray, Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
(We use the words ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’ in The Lord’s Prayer)  (continued) 



Women’s Book Club - We’ll meet on Monday, Dec. 14th. 

Time:  6:30pm   •   Where:  Gwyn Heston’s home (13126 NW 121st Pl., Madrid) 
Book to read/review:  The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 

 
All women of the church are welcome to join in the fun and fellowship! 

 
“Reading without reflecting is like eating without digesting.”  Edmund Burke 

Grow your knowledge of God’s word:  This week’s Bible verse 

“He will create calm with his love; he will rejoice over you with singing.” 

Zephaniah 3:17 

TODAY - Christmas Caroling 

Everyone is invited to meet at the church at 3:30pm to carpool to 
Spurgeon Manor and Kennybrook for caroling! 

Refreshments will be enjoyed back at the church when we’re done. 
Come join us for some seasonal singing!  

*CLOSING HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem”. . . . Hymn 155 (v. 1 & 3) 
 

*BENEDICTION & POSTLUDE 
 

*Please stand if you are able 

A reminder to 2015 Session committee chairs: 

Year-end committee reports are due to Erin by this Friday, December 18th. 

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 20th, for the purpose 

of voting on Elders for 2016, presenting the budget for 2016, and voting on the pastor 

compensation for 2016.   

Everyone is invited to stay after worship that day for the meeting.  The budget is now 

available on the table at the back of the sanctuary. 

If you have chosen to participate in any of the holiday gift giving  

missions through the church (the Giving Tree, Adopt-A-Resident, donations for 

18½R GNKHC@X ANWDR ENQ $*44©u OKD@RD MNSD SG@S TODAY, Sunday, Dec. 13th is the 

deadline to have your gifts/donations at the church.  
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through the end of the year.  

Generosity abounds in this church - thank you for helping this time of year!  

Lord Jesus, 

Master of both the light and the darkness, send your 

Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.  We 

who have so much to do, seek quiet spaces to hear 

your voice each day.  We who are anxious over many 

things, look forward to your coming among us.  We 

who are blessed in so many ways, long for the 

complete joy of your kingdom.  We whose hearts are heavy, seek the joy of your 

presence.  We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking light.  To you we say, 

Come, Lord Jesus. . . Amen. 



The Sunday service audio recordings are now available on the church website: 

www.grimesfirstpresbyterianchurch.org 

Click on the ‘Resources’ tab, and find the service you want under ‘Sermons’. 

Building & Grounds Committee - Jacie Smith 

Christian Education Committee - Ben Johnston 

Christian Nurture Committee - Linda Wong 

Memorial Committee - Curt Klyn 

Missions & Evangelism Committee - Karen Crosby 

Nominating Committee - Melodee Grefe 

Personnel Committee - Bev Boyd 

Stewardship & Finance Committee - Curt Klyn 

Technology Committee - Ben Johnston 

Worship Committee - Cyndy Bolsenga 

In service to the congregation, we ask that compliments, 

complaints or concerns please be directed to the appropriate 

committee chairperson (below) as a first step. 

We Are Sincerely, Your Church Session 

As we come to that time of year where we reflect on the year past and look towards 

2016, we are grateful for the service of the following elders:  Cyndy Bolsenga (who has 

also been the Session Clerk for many years), Karen Crosby, Ben Johnston, and Denny 

Rosenberg.  Well done, good and faithful servants!  We also rejoice that we have all of 

our elders for 2016 by December 1st!  We rejoice and give thanks for Jane Altman, 

Robbin McClelland, Marilyn Whitmore, and Keith Workman.  In Fellowship Hall, like in 

previous years, we will have committees on an easel for you to sign up to serve Christ.  It 

is truly the committees (and really the committee members) of this church, through the 

leadership of our elders, who are the hands and feet of Jesus Christ in serving this body 

and our community.  Every member is called in some way; please prayerfully discern 

where God may be calling you to serve and sign up. 

Today: Sunday, December 13th, 2015: 

    Pastor ~ Rev. Jessica Wietzke 

     Organist ~ Colene Townsend   Å   Pianist ~ Nancy Mitchell 

 3rd Sunday of Advent Candle Lighters ~ Chris, Amanda, Aubree, & Caden Klug 

               Ushers & Greeters ~  Janine Jensen & Marilyn Whitmore 

     Offering Counters ~ Yalanda Clayton & Bev Boyd 

                                 Nursery Attendants ~ None (Christmas Program) 

               Coffee Hosts ~ Altman Family 

Serving next Sunday, December 20th, 2015:  

    Pastor ~ Rev. Jessica Wietzke 

     Organist ~ Colene Townsend   Å   Pianist ~ Nancy Mitchell 

           4th Sunday of Advent Candle Lighters ~ Gai Shields and Brent & Jacie Smith 

       Ushers & Greeters ~  Don & Mary Lou Friar 

       Offering Counters ~ Curt Klyn & Robbin McClelland 

                                   Nursery Attendants ~ None (Christmas weekend) 

                 Coffee Hosts ~ Heston Family 
 

 

Offering Counters:  December 27th:  Curt Klyn & Robbin McClelland 

        January 3rd & 10th, 2016:  Cyndy Bolsenga & Tom Wengert 

Serving the Lord with Gladness 

 

Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 

Cyndy Bolsenga Melodee Grefe Bev Boyd 

Ben Johnston Curt Klyn Karen Crosby 

Denny Rosenberg Linda Wong Jacie Smith 

Clerk of Session:  Cyndy Bolsenga 

Deacons  

Susan Ballard 

Bev Boyd; Joyce Hart 

Robbin McClelland 

Phyllis Rosenberg 

Gai Shields 

Bill Sharp 

Session Members 


