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      I know I don’t need to tell you that it has been a long, cold winter.  The ninth coldest in the history of 
our state!  It has also been a long winter for our church.  I know there are those of you in our church 
who have suffered loss and health problems this winter.  You have endured these problems without the 
benefit of a minister, and that is hard. 

      IƻǿŜǾŜǊ L ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ Dhh5 ƴŜǿǎΗ  First of all winter is behind us.  The leaves on the 
trees are coming to life, the grass is greening and the beautiful spring flowers are blooming.  We made 
it! 

      hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎΤ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ  I would like to point out some 
very positive things that have happened in the last six months.  First of all, our Harvest Home Dinner was 
a huge success (thanks to you).  Our Pie Sale was an equally big success (thanks to you).  Our Christmas 
Pageant was wonderful (thanks to you).  Our Dessert Auction was fantastic (thanks to you).  Our Pot 
Luck Supper was super (thanks to you).  Our children have been nurtured and taught (thank you Beth 
and leaders).  Our beautiful music continues every Sunday (thank you Colene and Nancy).  Our church is 
always sparkling clean (thank you Kyle).  Our homebound members have been cared for and visited 
(thank you Deacons).  Our Elders continue to run the business of our church (thank you Elders).  Our 
Interim Pastor Committee is getting close to finding us the right Interim Pastor (thank you Committee 
members).  Our Pastoral Search Committee continues their work in searching for our Pastor (thank you 
Pastoral Search Committee).  Also, we all need to say a very special thank you to our outstanding Office 
Manager, Erin Schmitz.  She really is the glue that is holding us together (thank you so much Erin). 

      If the above aren’t enough positive things, add to that list all of the wonderful Pulpit Supply Pastors 
we have been blessed to hear over the past few months.  Also, add to that list new ideas for activities 
such as the upcoming Mother Daughter Banquet (thank you in advance for attending). 

       So your “ghostwriter” is here to say that he/she is so proud of each one of you for your support at 
this critical time in the life of the church.  Keep up the good work and remember the words of our Lord 
to you. 

      άCƻǊ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ  tƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ 
ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊƳ ȅƻǳΣ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
όWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ нфΥммύ 

      Spring is here and rejoice in that good news.  Also, rejoice in the plans for 
the future of our church and thank you for your patience and good works! 

  

Lord hear our prayer… 

May God take care of us, protect us, and bless us.  If you have someone who needs 

lifted up in prayer, please call or email the church office.  We have a Prayer Line 

available to our members and friends during the day and evening hours. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRAYER LINE    Phone:  515-986-3720  •  Email: grimespres1@hotmail.com 

   S˞ˠ˔nʐ = H˛ɺʍ Submitted by your Grimes First Presbyterian 

òGhostwriteró 



9ÏÕÔÈ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 

²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴǎΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όǿǿǿΦƎǊƛƳŜǎŬǊǎǘǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƻǊƎύΣ ŀƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 

όǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ΨDǊƛƳŜǎ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴΩύ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 

Beth Johnston, Acting Youth Director 

● Sunday, May. 4th,  No Sunday School; No Alpha Youth/Soul Food 
 
● No Cross Connection this month. 
 
● Sunday, May. 11th,  Motherôs Day - Sunday School for younger children; No Alpha Youth/Soul Food 
 
● Sunday, May. 18th,  Recognition Sunday - recognizing our church members who are graduating from 8th 
     grade, high school, or college; Sunday School for younger children; Alpha Youth/Soul 
     Food (time/activity TBD) 
 
● Wednesday, May. 21st,  7:30pm:  DC-G Baccalaureate 
 
● Sunday, May. 25th,  DC-G graduation; Sunday School for younger children; No Alpha Youth 
 

If you’re currently not receiving e-mail updates regarding youth events and would like to, please e-mail me 
(bej621@msn.com) so I can add you to my distribution! 

Upcoming Youth Activities:  

TAPS  -Major General Daniel Butterfield 

Day is done. . . 

   Gone the sun 

      From the lake. . . 

         From the hills. . . 

            From the sky. 

               All is well. . . 

                  Safely rest 

                     God is nigh. 

Fading light. . . 

   Dims the sight 

      And a star. . . 

         Gems the sky. . . 

            Gleaming bright 

               From afar. . . 

                  Drawing nigh 

                     Falls the night. 

Memorial Day -  May 26  

MūŸƀŸƀŵŸƅ Ŵſſ ƊŻƂ ƆŸƅƉŸŷ. . .N 

As we prepare for Recognition Sunday on May 18th, when we recognize and honor our church 

member graduates, weôd like to hear from you.  If you have someone graduating from 8th grade, 

high school, or college, please let the church office know. 

mailto:bej621@msn.com


¢ƘŜ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ DǊƛƳŜǎΣ L!Σ 

ƳŜǘ ƛƴ wŜƎǳƭŀǊ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ пκмпκмп ŀǘ тǇƳ ƛƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΦ  

aƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ .ƻō .ǳǊƴŜǧ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀ ǉǳƻǊǳƳ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ  IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΧ 

/[9wYΩ{ w9thw¢Υ 

● Avg. March attendance:  63 

● Active membership:  137 

 

t!{¢hw {9!w/I /haaL¢¢99κ¢!{Y Chw/9Υ 

● Transitional Pastor Search Task Force update:  Melodee 

Grefe gave an update.  An interim pastor has been chosen.  

The Presbytery Committee has to interview the candidate and 

approve the appointment.  Melodee read an email received 

from the candidate supporting us and our journey through 

Holy Week. 

● We had a lengthy discussion on how Presbytery works with 

our church.  We expressed our concerns regarding the 

process.  We would like some open communication from 

Presbytery about this process. 

/haaL¢¢99 w9thw¢{Υ 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ 

● West entrance flower garden - In the bulletin, Erin will 

request volunteers to help clean up the area and keep it 

looking nice throughout the summer (watering, weeding). 

● Water is pooling in the SW corner of the parking lot.  It was 

suggested that we cut the corner out to allow drainage. 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ 

● We are working on finding people to fill positions for the 

Workshop of Wonders VBS program. 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ 

● The Homeless Meal will be served the 2nd weekend in May. 

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ 

● Ice Cream Social tentatively set for July; date TBD. 

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ 

● Technology by Design installed the new security system on 

Thursday, March 20th.  A thank you to Tom & Susan Ballard 

for the funding of it was in the April 6th bulletin. 

bŜǿ  .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ 

● Policies need to be reviewed:  Building Use, Funeral, 

Weddings.  Will discuss any changes at the May meeting. 

bŜȄǘ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΥ  aƻƴŘŀȅΣ рκмнκнлмп ŀǘ тΥллǇƳΣ 

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΦ 

As we welcome this month of May, may we enjoy the soft 

laughter of her sun and the shadows of her showers.  We 

will watch with awe the growth of green grasses and the 

glorious colors of our spring flowers. 

Tend your heart well - it is God’s garden. 

Our time spent with you is such a joy!  We made 10 

home visits, 7 nursing home/retirement home visits, and 

6 hospital visits.  We delivered two meals. 

Happy Birthday wishes were given to Donna Stark, 

Stan Erickson, and Lorraine Ellis. 

We conducted the Kennybrook service with 33 attending.  

And again, we served at the Senior Lunch at St. Peter 

Lutheran Church. 

We were pleased to present two Prayer Quilts; one to 

Leon Altman and one to Ora Austin, knowing they will 

enjoy the good wishes and love that comes with the quilt. 

Will close with these two messages: 

* A day hemmed with prayer seldom unravels.* 

* “Pray” is a four-letter word you can say anywhere.* 

Your Deacons, 

Susan, Phyllis, Gai, Robbin, Joyce, & Bev  

  DEACONôS 

  CORNER  

Happy Motherôs Day 

þIf you have a mom, there is nowhere you 
are likely to go where a prayer has not 
already been.ÿ    ~ Robert Brault 



Sunday, May 4th  -  1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

Grimes First Presbyterian Church - Fellowship Hall 

 

Weôre celebrating the women in our church! 
 

Enjoy an afternoon of laughter, singing, games, and talking with friends, both old and new. 

Sandwiches, salads, and desserts will be served. 
 

Weôre thrilled to note that we have reached capacity for reservations. 

Weôre looking forward to seeing you!! 

REMINDER:  Presbyterian Women 

Mother/Daughter Tea 

* The date for Ladiesõ Night Out  has been changed from May 19th to SEPTEMBER 16th at Okoboji 

Grill in Johnston.  The reason for this change is because we want ALL of you to attend the  

Mother/Daughter Tea on May 4th.  

* Secret Sisters will be revealed on JUNE 7th (thatõs a Saturday) at a picnic brunch at Jester Park 

(Shelter #6, across from the buffalo and the playscape).  Our picnic will begin at 10:00am; we  

will meet at the church at 9:30 to carpool to the park.  More details to come!  

Attention Presbyterian Women - - Calendar Changes 

Prayer Quilt - The Prayer Quilt shown at right was 

given to church member Leon Altman before his 

year-long deployment to Kosovo in early April.  He 

took it with him, and it hangs on his wall in Kosovo. 

If you wish to send well wishes or words of 

encouragement to Leon, his address is: 

LTC Leon B. Altman 

HQ KFOR MAIN 

Film City, USNSE 

APO, AE  09340 

It takes about 3 weeks to deliver or receive. 
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1st Ron Boyer  17th Carol Crow 

2nd James Calvert   Dean Ellis 

 Pauline Hazen  21st Marjorie Jerome 

4th Elliot Rolow  26th Marilyn Whitmore  

5th Kristy Klyn  27th Emma Altman 

11th Sophia Young  31st Betty Pittman 

14th Bev Boyd 

 Tim Grim 

  1st Marty & Camily Deitrick 

19th Fred & Carolyn Roth 

23rd Ben & Beth Johnston 

-!9 6/,5.4%%23 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅ !ǧŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ 

May   4th Rolow Family 

May  11th Klug Family 

May  18th ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 

May  25th None (Memorial Day) 

¦ǎƘŜǊǎκDǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ 

May   4th Camily Deitrick & Loyde Lull 

May  11th Wong Family 

May  18th Paul Buckalew & Stan Erickson 

May  25th Fred & Carolyn Roth 
 

/ƻũŜŜ Iƻǎǘǎ 

May    4th  Dana & Melodee Grefe 

May  11th  Heston Family 

May  18th  Cornwell Family 

May  25th  Crosby Family 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎ 

   Sunday, May 4th: 

Dana & Melodee Grefe 

Ben & Beth Johnston 

hũŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ 
May 4th & 11th:      Bob Heston & Loyde Lull 

May 18th & 25th:    Susan Ballard & Phyllis Rosenberg 

 
 

Join us for Bible Study 

on Tues., May 13th, 

7:00pm at the church.  

All are welcome! 

 

Grimes Governors Days  

June 12th - 14th 



     By the time the Lord made mothers, he was into the 6th day working overtime.  An angel appeared 

and said, “Why are you spending so much time on this one?” 

     And the Lord answered, “Have you read the spec sheet on her?  She has to be completely washable, 

but not plastic; have 200 movable parts, all replaceable; run on black coffee and leftovers; have a lap that 

can hold three children at one time and that disappears when she stands up; have a kiss that can cure 

anything from a scraped knee to a broken heart; and have six pairs of hands.” 

     The angel was astounded at the requirements for this one.  “Six pairs of hands!  No way!” 

     The Lord replied, “Oh, it’s not the hands that are the problem.  It’s the three pairs of eyes that mothers 

must have!” 

     “And that’s on the standard model?” the angel asked.  The Lord nodded in agreement, “Yep, one pair 

of eyes are to see through the closed door as she asks her children what they are doing, even though 

she already knows.  Another pair in the back of her head are to see what she needs to know, even 

though no one thinks she can.  And the third pair are here in the front of her head.  They are for looking 

at an errant child and saying that she understands and loves him or her, without even saying a single 

word.” 

     The angel tried to stop the Lord.  “This is too much work for one day.  Wait until tomorrow to finish.” 

     “But I can’t!” the Lord protested.  “I am so close to finishing this creation that is so close to my own 

heart.  She already heals herself when she is sick, and can feed a family of six on a pound of hamburger, 

and can get a nine-year-old to stand in the shower.” 

     The angel moved closer and touched the woman.  “But you have made her so soft, Lord.” 

     “She is soft,” the Lord agreed, “but I have also made her tough.  You have no idea what she can 

endure or accomplish.” 

     “Will she be able to think?” asked the angel. 

     The Lord replied, “Not only will she be able to think, she will be able to reason and negotiate.” 

     The angel then noticed something and reached out and touched the woman’s cheek.  “Oops, it looks 

like you have a leak with this model.  I told you that you were trying to put too much into this one.” 

     “That’s not a leak,” the Lord objected.  “That’s a tear.” 

     “What’s the tear for?” the angel asked. 

     The Lord said, “The tear is her way of expressing her joy, her sorrow, her disappointment, her pain, 

her loneliness, her grief, and her pride.” 

     The angel was impressed.  “You are a genius, Lord.  You thought of everything for this one.  You 

even created the tear!” 

     The Lord looked at the angel and smiled and said, “I’m afraid you are wrong again, my friend.  I 

created the woman, but she created the tear.” 

          - - Author Erma Bombeck 

  When God Made Mothers 



tǊŜǎōƛǘǎ 

First Presbyterian Church 

410 S.E. Third St. 

P.O. BOX 289 

Grimes, IA  50111 

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ 

CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

пмл {9 ¢ƘƛǊŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

tΦhΦ .ƻȄ нуф 

DǊƛƳŜǎΣ L!  рлммм 

tƘƻƴŜΥ рмр-фус-отнл 

ƎǊƛƳŜǎǇǊŜǎϪƳǎƴΦŎƻƳ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘϥǎ 

DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅϥǎ ŀŎǝǾŜ 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

Find us on Facebook! 

Search for ‘Grimes Presbyterian’ 

In service to the congregation, we ask that 

compliments, complaints or concerns 

please be directed to the appropriate 

committee chairperson as a first step. 

     We are sincerely, Your Church Session 

Worship Committee: Cyndy Bolsenga 

Local Mission Committee: Tom Wengert 

Christian Ed. Committee: Ben Johnston 

Stewardship Committee: Curt Klyn 

Bldg. & Grounds Committee: Tom Wengrt 

Evangelism Committee: Bob Heston 

Nominating Committee: Bob Heston 

Member Care Committee: Melodee Grefe 

Memorial Committee: Chris Klug 

Fellowship Committee: Linda Wong 

Personnel Committee: Tom Wengert 

 

Please join us on Sundays   

9:15am Worship & Youth S.S. 

10:15am ï Fellowship/Coffee 

10:30am ï Adult S.S. 

A Nursery is available. 
 

 

Office Manager  ï Erin Schmitz 

Email: grimespres1@hotmail.com 

Clerk of Session  ï Cyndy Bolsenga 

(Email: cbolsenga@msn.com) 

Financial Sec.  ï Mary Lou Friar 

Custodian  ï Kyle Rosenberg 

Organist  ï Colene Townsend 

Pianist  ï Nancy Mitchell 

Acting Youth Director ï Beth 

                                 Johnston 

 

 

#ÏÎÔÁÃÔ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 

www.grimesfirstpresbyterianchurch.org  


