
From the Pastor...  

      

      There is a saying that if March “comes in like a lion, it goes out like a 

lamb”.  Supposedly that means if March begins with bad weather, the weather 

will be nice at the end of the month.  Or, the reverse is also assumed, saying 

that if March comes in “like a lamb, it goes out like a lion”, meaning bad 

weather as March ends and April begins.   

      I guess that it depends on our subjective feelings about the weather 

that determines whether March goes out like a lion or like a lamb.  But 

there is one truth that I know about how March went out this year.  March 

went out with the celebration of Easter Sunday on March 31. 

      Easter has had a great effect on how we practice our faith.  The resurrection of Jesus 

gives us the possibility of seeing that our existence goes beyond the experience of death.  

That contrasts with the Old Testament view that physical death was the end of a person’s 

existence.  In the Old Testament, the day of the week that is set aside for the worship of God 

is based on the story of the seven days of creation.  God rested on the seventh day.  But the 

early church began to worship God on a different day.  They began worshiping on the first day 

of the week in honor of the day on which God had raised Jesus from the dead. 

      Many of our Easter customs have to do with the expression of newness that enters the 

world as a result of Easter.  One family that I knew as I was growing up had the practice of 

eating ham for their Easter dinner.  They did this because it signaled that the Old Testament 

law and its dietary regulations had been set aside by Jesus’ resurrection.  Many women wear 

new outfits on Easter Sunday because it symbolizes the new body that Jesus has taken on in 

his resurrection.   

      Easter is the event that lies at the heart of our faith as Christians.  It changes how we 

envision our future.  It gives a direction and purpose to our lives as Jesus’ disciples.  We are 

called to tell the story of Jesus and his resurrection to others in the world, hoping they will 
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Lord hear our prayeré 

May God take care of us, protect us, and bless us.  If you have someone who needs 

lifted up in prayer, please call or email the church office.  We have a Prayer Line  

available to our members and friends during the day and evening hours. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRAYER LINE     Phone:  515-986-3720  •  Email: grimespres1@hotmail.com or grimespres@hotmail.com 

Post-Easter:  Reflect on the òlittle resurrectionsó in your life---the 

times God answered a prayer in a very tangible way, the blessings in 

your life, and the miracles youõve witnessed.  All these serve as 

reminders of the great work God will continue to do in your life.  

- -Sarah Jennings, Crosswalk.com Family Editor 



Youth Ministry 

      During this time of transition in the leadership of youth programs, we will continue with the newly established 

schedule of activities, but please watch the weekly bulletins and your email for activity time/date changes: 
 

   

1.  We will now be having Sunday School on every Sunday (including the first Sunday of the month, Communion Sunday), 

       unless there is a holiday or special event.  On the first Sunday of the month, we will meet as a whole group, rather than 

       split out into classes and grades; on the remaining Sundays of the month, Sunday School classes will meet at their regular 

       times (Elementary & Jr. High youth during Worship; High School youth at 10:30am). 

  2. Alpha (High School youth) will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.  Exceptions will be made if we schedule 

       other events on a weekday or Saturday (please watch the calendar and weekly bulletin!). 

  3. Cross Connection (families/youth of all ages) will meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.  The first meeting 

       will have a meal prepared by Don Hart, with a short lesson to follow.  The second meeting will be a Family Potluck, 

       followed by family activities. 

 All Sundays  Elementary and Jr. High Youth Sunday School meet during Worship.  PreK through 6th grades meet in יּ

   Fellowship Hall; 7th-8th grades meet in the Youth Room.  High School Youth (9th-12th grades) meet after Fellowship Time, 

   from 10:30-11:30am.  (EXCEPTION:  1st Sunday of the month, youth of all ages meets during Worship.) 

 .Sun., April 7th, 6:00pm   Alpha will meet for youth activities יּ

 .Wed., April 10th , 6:00pm    Cross Connection will meet.  A meal will be provided by Don Hart, with activities to follow יּ

 .Sun., April 21st, 6:00pm   Alpha will meet for youth activities יּ

 .Wed., April 24th , 6:00pm    Cross Connection will meet for a Potluck Meal, with activities to follow יּ

Upcoming Youth Activities: 

Sock Drive  

During the month of March, the Middle School Youth, in conjunction with the Mission Committee, 

have been conducting a Sock Drive.  Through your generous donations, they have collected 193 

pairs of new socks so far, along with $230.00 in cash.  The goal is to collect 400 pairs 

through sock and cash donations.   They will be donated to the Capitol Hill Lutheran Church 

Clothes Closet and the Central Iowa Homeless Shelter.  

Thank you for helping them reach their goal!! 



 Dana & Melodee Grefe have been members of First Presbyterian 

Church since 1985.  They met in Elk Point, South Dakota.  Dana was 

working for the City of Elk Point, and Melodee was the new kindergarten 

teacher.  The rest is history - they have been married for 32 1/2 years. 

 Dana currently works for the State of Iowa in the Department of 

Public Defense.  He travels the western half of Iowa and is the Facilities 

Maintenance Coordinator for all the western Iowa sights.  For those of 

you who donôt know, Danaôs hobby and long-time interest is railroad history, railroad photography, and collecting railroad 

memorabilia.  He currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Chicago & North Western Historical Society, and is a 

member of several other railroad historical societies. 

 Melodee is the Teacher Librarian for Crossroads Park and Hillside Elementary schools in West Des Moines.  She has taught 

kindergarten, 3rd grade, 5th grade, and preschool classrooms.  She completed her undergraduate work at Northwestern College 

in Orange City, Iowa.  She received her Master of Science degree in Curriculum and Instruction Technology from Iowa State 

University.  Melodeeôs hobbies include reading, gardening, and sewing/quilting. 

 Dana and Melodee have one son, Bradley.  He is currently working for the Union Pacific Railroad based out of Omaha, 

Nebraska.  He is in the Operations Management Training program.  He shares his fatherôs love of the railroad and railroad 

photography.  Bradley received his undergraduate degree in Community and Regional Planning and his Master of Science 

degree in Transportation from Iowa State University. 

 One of their favorite Bible passages is Psalm 121, A Song of Ascents. 

M ember 

  Spotlight 

Meet Dana & Melodee Grefe 

The Girl Scout of Grimes present their annual dinner and program for Senior Residents 55+: 

The Girl Scouts will entertain you with a special program featuring the òSounds of Springó, 

then theyõll serve up dinner and dessert.  This is a FREE event; however, if you must, a 

freewill donation can be accepted. 

Please reserve your spot today and join us on April 28th! 

Call Erin at the church office with your reservation:  986- 3720 

Sunday, April 28th -  4:00p.m.  

Grimes First Presbyterian Church 

410 SE Third St. 
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ANNIVERSARIES APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

3rd Sophia Aeschliman  10th Liza Walther 

 Alicia Forneris   12th Chris Klug  

 Frank Marsh   16th John Zbaracki 

4th Sophia Heston   18th Connie Sharp 

 Melinda Paul   24th Tony Hoftiezer 

 Fred Roth   27th Helen Casady 

6th Lesley Hanson    John Gallentine 

7th Mary Sharp   29th Donna Lewis 

8th Lorraine Ellis   30th Molly Benson 

9th Pam Rosenberg 

5th Keith & Pam Rosenberg 

9th Lynn & Lois Williams 

10th Don & Mary Lou Friar 

13th Jason & Kim Young 

15th Frank & Elaine Marsh 

24th Jerry & Carol Crow 

30th Bob & Karen Crosby 

Ushers/Greeters 
Apr   7th     Dana & Melodee Grefe 

Apr 14th     Vern & Bev Adams 

Apr 21st     Paul Buckalew & Jonnie Robb, Jr. 

Apr 28th     Fred & Carolyn Roth 

Nursery Attendants 
Apr   7th Polich Family 

Apr 14th Crosby Family 

Apr 21st Klug Family 

Apr 28th (Need Volunteer) 

Communion Servers 
   Sunday, April 7th 

Carol Crow 

Beth Johnston 

Ben Johnston 

Denny Rosenberg  

Coffee Hosts 
Apr   7th     Crosby Family 

Apr 14th     Altman Family 

Apr 21st     Jerry & Carol Crow 

Apr 28th     Carl & Linda Wong 

APRIL VOLUNTEERS 

2nd Tuesday of every month, 

7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Next class: 

April 9th 

Offering Counters 
Apr 7th:  Janel DeJoode & Ellen Workman 

Apr 14th & 21st:  Beth Johnston & Brenda Peterson 

Apr 28th:  Janel DeJoode & Cyndy Bolsenga 

)ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÏÏ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÔÏ 

mark your calendars! 
 

Grimes Governors Days 

June 6th, 7th, & 8th 
 

Waterworks Park 

in Grimes 



      The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Grimes, IA, 

met in Regular Session on 3/11/13, at 7pm in Fellowship Hall.  

Moderator Lynn Williams opened with prayer and 

declared a quorum present.  Here are some highlights... 

/[9wYΩ{ w9thw¢: 

Å Avg. Feb. attendance: 69; Avg. attendance Feb 2012.: 74 

Å Membership as of 2/28/13:  151 

Å Communion: 96 persons received Communion on 3/3/2013. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Missions: 

Å Grimes Food Pantry donations for February:  $40.00 and 

   32 food items. 

Å The Sock Drive with the 5th-6th grade youth has begun. 

Evangelism: 

Å Four people attended the New Members class on Feb. 24th.  

They will be invited to attend the April 8th Session meeting for 

approval of their church membership, then they will join the 

church on Sunday, April 21st. 

Building & Grounds: 

Å Estimates for roof repairs will be sought, and the winning 

bid will be sent electronically to Session for approval.  Once 

ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ƛǎ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǿŀƭƭΩǎ ǇƭŀǎǘŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 

repaired.  Estimates for siding will also be solicited. 

Christian Education: 

Å Within the next few weeks, we will meet to set the VBS 

dates and choose the theme. 

Member Care Committee: 

Å Elaine Marsh will no longer be serving as our card lady.  The 

Deacons will be fulfilling this function or its equivalent. 

Personnel Committee: 

Å Recognition for Tony Hoftiezer was on March 10th. 

Å An updated job description for the Youth Director position 

was presented and reviewed.  After the description is final-

ized, an electronic vote to accept or decline the finalized ver-

sion will be taken after Session members have another chance 

to review it. 

Å We plan to submit advertising for the Youth Director 

position soon. 

t!{¢hwΩ{ w9thw¢Υ 

Å Pastor Lynn requested to be excused from the pulpit on 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ мпǘƘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΦ  IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ 

pulpit supply. 

Next Session meeting:  4/8/2013 at 7:00pm, Fellowship Hall. 

DEACONôS CORNER 
      Nature rejoices in the colors of springtime, and lucky 

for us, we do, too! 

We enjoyed 8 home visits in March, also making one 

hospital visit.  We also delivered birthday wishes to 

Dee Summy. 

There were 31 in attendance at our Kennybrook worship 

service on March 10th.  We assisted Pastor Lynn during 

the service. 

We attended one funeral.  We also prepared one funeral 

luncheon and assisted with another. 

In closing, we will share this quote (author unknown): 

“Be patient enough to live one day at a time 

as Jesus taught us, letting yesterday go and leaving 

tomorrow until it arrives.” 

Your Deacons, 

Susan, Phyllis, Gai, Robbin, & Joyce  

Wishing Jim Hazen a Happy 90th Birthday.  

Itõs time to THINK SPRING! 

Mark your calendars for these city -wide garage sales: 

April 6th - Adel  

May 4th - Waukee 

May 11th - Dallas Center & Grimes  

June 22nd - Polk City 



Greetings from Presbyterian Women  

Please join us on Tuesday, April 16th, 7pm, for the annual PW planning meeting.  We will be working together 

to create a year of fun activities for our group to enjoy.  We are open to all ideas.  We will be talking about 

mission, officers, and meetings.  We will also talk about fund raisers and what missions we would like to support. 

Hope to see you there!  

Also...Save the Date!!  Monday, May 20th is our annual Ladies Night Out . 

We will meet in the party room at Okoboji Grill in Johnston.  An evening of food, fellowship, fun, and 

revealing our Secret Sisters!  More information to come. 

 

There are a few opportunities for women to attend in the coming months: 

Saturday, April 13th :  2013 Presbyterian Women Spring Connection at Heartland Presbyterian Church in Clive.  

Registration begins at 9:00am and the meeting is over at 2:00pm.  The mission project for the day is “Have 

Purse, Will Travel!” We are asked to assemble purses with a variety of things you might find in your own purse.  

Please talk to Melodee by April 4th if you would like to attend.  The cost is $6.00 for lunch. 

June 12 -15:  Gathering of Presbyterian Women Synod of Lakes and Prairies at 

Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, IA. 

Here is the link to find out more information: 

www.lakesandprairies.org/resources_women.html  

Melodee has a brochure, and it’s also posted on the bulletin board outside the church office. 

Words of gratitude. . .  

Thanks to our church family and friends 

who kept us in your thoughts and prayers 

during Ray’s illness and after his death.  

Your cards, visits, and kind words meant 

so much at this time.  God Bless. 

The Family of Raymond Urfer 

A special thank you to the ladies of First 

Presbyterian Church who helped with the 

dinner and reception following the funeral 

service for Chuck Harding. 

Norma Harding & Family 

Thank you for your support of the 2013 Grimes Hunger Fight.  It was truly awesome to see the community of 

Grimes come together to serve the starving in the world.  Thanks to the volunteers from your church and almost 

400 others who were able to package 63,072 meals.  We are already in the planning phase for the 2014 event, 

and pray that you will join us again as we come together to fight hunger.  God Bless, 

The Grimes Hunger Fight Team 
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Address Service Requested 

First Presbyterian Church 

410 SE Third Street 

P.O. Box 289 

Grimes, IA  50111 

Phone: 515.986.3720 

Fax: 515.986.0693 

grimespresbyterian@mchsi.com 

     In service to the congregation, we ask 

that compliments, complaints or concerns 

please be directed to the appropriate 

committee chairperson as a first step. 

     We are sincerely, Your Church Session 

Worship Committee: Chris Klug 

Local Mission Committee: Leon Altman 

Christian Ed. Committee: Ben Johnston 

Stewardship Committee: Janel DeJoode 

Bldg. & Grounds Committee: Leon Altman 

Evangelism Committee: Bob Heston 

Nominating Committee: Ellen Workman 

Member Care Committee: Janel DeJoode 

Memorial Committee: Cyndy Bolsenga 

Fellowship Committee: Brenda Peterson 

Personnel Committee: Ellen Workman 

Please join us on Sundays   

9:15am Worship & Youth S.S. 

10:15am ï Fellowship/Coffee 

10:30am ï Adult & H.S. S.S. 

A Nursery is available. 

 

Pastor  ï The Rev. Dr. Lynn Williams 

Email: grimespres@hotmail.com 

Home Ph: 515.986.9702 

Office Manager  ï Erin Schmitz 

Email: grimespres1@hotmail.com 

Clerk of Session  ï Beth Johnston 

Email: bej621@msn.com 

Financial Sec.  ï Mary Lou Friar 

Custodian  ï Kyle Rosenberg 

Organist  ï Colene Townsend 

Pianist  ï Nancy Mitchell 

Choir Director ï Colt Ballou 

Contact Information 

We are a people of faith, 

called by Christ to share God's 

Good News in today's active 

world. 

Find us on Facebook! 

{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ΨDǊƛƳŜǎ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴΩ 


